23

i Ravensda!e Park; A Conservation Area Character Appraisal

S '{.-E:'The f rst reference to a deer park at Ravensdale is in the. Inquisition: Post Mortem of
L "Edmund the King s brother in 1296/7", although it had obviously been established-a-few- ¥

rfyearabefore this. 1t fay within an area that-was known as the ancient area of Duffield Frith, < x :
i :-.'whrch had connectlons with "forest laws" since the Norman Conquest-of 1066 and. had o
._-':; been held by the de Ferrers family from about 1071 until 1266. By the end of the fourteenth
--:_'__._'_'century Ravensdale Park was one of seven deer parks within Duffield Frith, the nearest.
..-;.E_beang Manseli Park immediately to the west.- By then Ravensdale Park: was: sufficiently
;:'_'1mportant and distinct as to contain the royal lodge of Ravensdale, which was  the main.
_hunt:ng and resndential lodge for Duffield Fnth Documentary evidence illustrates the site's
t-rnportance reveallng that the lodge was visited by:Johni. of Gaunt;: Duke of Lancasterand.
_ _son of Edward 1l on: several occasions between 1362 and 1376 ‘when: documents are

_ _fwntten from Ravensda!e . Defined by a deer-proof ‘park pale' - usually-a wooden fence |

:'_: ':-_:- _'_atop a substantlai garthen bank accompanied by an intemal ditch:= by: 1540 the boundary-

_'_:-of the Ravensdale deer park was some 3 miles long enclosing:-an area of some: 836 acres
(Maplnfo measured off OS *: 2500) (450 acres: -Archaeology. Desk- Based report “) Deer' _
S ::remam in the Park until at-least 1563, wheri the pales.and lodge are recorded as: being ‘in -

: ’ reasonable repatr‘ 2. but by the mid-seventeenth: century: Ravensdale had ceased to bea
_ '-"'__-'deer park The unenclosed heath and:woodland: landscape of the deer. park: appears fo

:_ have been: subject to piecemeal, iregular. encroachment.- This. created the pattern of field
i "_'enclosures within the' circumference: of the former park pale that is largely evident on the _

| Trthe Map of 1847 ®and, allowing for the subsequent removal of several field boundaries, 8
in the present day landscape. Today the field pattem within the park is recognssably- o
_'::dlfferent to the.regular field systems found outside of the pale, giving the: present pattern of -

e enclosures within the park its own particular characteristics due to havnng been: enc[osed at '

B ';'f-_-'a later date ",
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Character Appraisal
Summary introduction
The case for designating a conservation area rests on whether the area in question meets

the test of being:

“An area of special architectural or historic interest the character of which it is desirable to

preserve or enhance”

Ravensdale is undoubtedly an area of special historic interest. The aggregate extraction
company and the landowner opposing designation do not dispute this. The more subjective
part of the test is whether it has sufficient special "character" to merit preservation or
enhancement through designation. The Planning Authority believes that the land, which
makes up the historic unit of Ravensdale Park, has a distinct character, recognisably
different from the surrounding agricultural land. This is a combined result of measures
taken to create the park, to develop it while in use as a deer park and to convert it to
conventional agricultural use, following the abandonment of its use as a deer park with
woodland management. The surviving physical features of the medieval deer park today
are many. The position of the royal hunting lodge, chapel, and plateau on which they stood
above a pool, and the site of a documented medieval mill have been identified together with
the park pale, park gateways, a medieval trackway and a medieval deer course with
associated features. These features, in aggregate, constitute a rich historic landscape the

character of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance.

The park pale

The line of the park pale for Ravensdale deer park survives today in recognisable or
traceable form for 88% of its original length ©. In a number of locations the ditch and bank
survive together as visible surface remains % In other locations the ditch has been infilled,
but will probably survive as a buried archaeological feature. Where the bank survives as a
visible earthwork it varies in height between 0.3 and 2.5m, and in width between 1.0 and
8.0m. The boundary is characterised in places by a hawthorn hedgerow with holly and

® caroline Skinner 2003 English Heritage Monument Notification Description .

® Duffield Frith Research Group: Survey of Ravensdale Park 2001 — Copies held by Derbyshire Sites
and Monuments Record and Dr. Caroline Skinner, English Heritage East Midlands Region
Designations Team
















1614 stresses the poor, “barren” nature of the soil . The emparkment would have
effectlvety excluded agriculture from the area. There are no traces of medieval arable
agrlcuiture in the form of fossilised strip fields or ridge and furrow within the park. In
contrast traces of open field agriculture have become preserved in the field systems
around the med|eva| village of Mugginton to the immediate south east of the Park.
Foltowmg disafforestation around the middle of the seventeenth century the transition from
park to broader agricultural use could begin. The result has been a landscape defined by
the former park pale in which the pattem of field enciosure is different and distinct from that

of the surrounding landscape *

Negatlve Features and Opportunities for Enhancement _

The extensive extraction of sand and gravel in the north west quarter of the park, which
increased in the 1980's, has damaged this part of the historic landscape. With a sensitive
restoration plan it may be possible to reduce some of its impact. However, unless the
previously extracted area can be filled (which is unlikely) then this area will never be
restored to its original landform. Containment of the mineral extraction within current limits
would minimise the impact on the rest of the area to the point where the site does not lose

its historic and visual integrity.
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4b The Deer Course looking south (in the centre of the photograph
delineated by hedgerow)

4c The Deer Course looking northwards




4d The finish of the deer course (area for releasing or ki!iin'g)'_'. e

4e View of the "finishing" area of Deer course from the
Hunting lodge and medieval chapel site. SR




5 Site of hunting lodge and medieval chapel site on _fe.l'efat:'éﬁ'gro;lnd.

6a Site of Water Mill pond




6b Site of onamental fishpond as viewed from the Huntmg Iodge and
medieval chapel site (marked with red line) R
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